





Introduction to “Dear Doctor” Postcards: 
Junk Mail from Exotic Lands 


By Tom Fortunato, January, 2016 
for the Rochester Philatelic Association 
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l'II bet you've seen postcards 
like this before and wondered 7 
about them. This presentation ~ 
is meant as an introduction to `. 
this fascinating area of postal 
history. They're commonly 
known as “Dear Doctor Cards” 
based on their salutation. 
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In days before the Internet, email and spamming, 
mail was used as the primary form of cheap 
advertising by companies looking to sell their 
products and services. 


Perhaps no other business exploited this 
marketing strategy more than the drug industry. 
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Postcards were the rage at the turn of the 20th 
century and drug manufacturers started sending 
out mailings to doctors touting the latest and 
greatest pharmaceutical medicines they made. 


Mailings sent from exotic lands proved to be 
especially eye-catching to the recipient for both 
the pictures found on one side and the stamp and 
message on the other. 
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* Intl post card rate from Japan to 
the U.S.- 2 sen (1.0316 cents) 


* U.S. domestic postcard rate- 1¢ 


If the cost to print the messages 
on these cards was less 
expensive in Japan than the U.S., 


it would have been cheaper to 
mail these from Japan than within 
the U.S. itself! 
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PALAIS DU TROCADERO 


é ۱00448811111 = First known use of 


the salutation 
“Dear Doctor.” 


Paris, 9", Rue Lacuée. 


















Dear Doctor, * 


N 
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ig mo. 
Ce cóté est exclusivement e ep 
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I beg to recall to your notice Pautauberge's 
Solution or CREOSOTE AND HYDROCHLORO-PHOSPHATE 
OF LIME indicated in the treatment of tuberculosis and 
broncho-pulmonary affections. Perfectly tolerated and 
completely absorbed, it does not upset the digestive 
organs, stimulates tbe appetite and compensates tbe loss 
of mineral constituents of tbe organism. 










I beg to remain, 
Yours respectfully. 


L. PAUTAUBERGE. 






Agent for the United States : 
GEO. J. WALLAU, 2 & 4, Stone St., New York 
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Not all cards were sent from | They are sent to you with | 
overseas. Here is Card #1 یس ا‎ 
mailed April 27, 1909 of a Makers of Pee anto 
series of 10 cards sent by the 
Burlingame Chemical 
Company of Los Angeles 
advertising Pepso-Laxatone, 
a digestive laxative that 
contained 14% alcohol. The 
series depicted “attractive 
California scenes.” 
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Postmarked May 2, 1913 in 
Paris, this card was written in mu Nr 

۱ . “I ; 
Spanish and sent to a doctor in = TT TT 
Bolivia. It touts a drug called سے گا‎ 
Ceribrine, for neurological pain 
by the French company 
Fournier. It is one of at least 
seven sent 1911-1916 depicting 
different French tourist sites 
sent to doctors in Argentina, 
Bolivia and Uruguay. 
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Mailed April 4, 1917 by 
Laboratories Ch. Couturieux 
in France to Rosario, 
Argentina, , this card 
advertises “Levurina extract” 
as a medication for skin 
infirmities of all kinds, 
including acne, eczema and 
herpes. Note the military 
themed image, as WWI was 
nearing an end. 
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A different drug mailing, iB A Le 
again to Argentina, ; ; 
also with a military 

theme-"The War 1914- 
1915" of men preparing 


trenches. An anti-tuberculosis 
drug, “Acherol, despite the 
war, is still being 
manufactured and sold.” By 
an unknown drug company. 


Re", 
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Fournier is known to have 
sent a military series of —— QU ve BO — سوه‎ N W 
cards. Here the Battle of E Jan A 
The Somme is seen, a joint ۱ 

British and French offensive 
in 1916 against the Germans, 
marked by the first battle 
using tanks. Sent September 
20, 1918. The company's 
Paris return address is in the 
upper left. 
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Everyone has heard of 
Germany’s Bayer. 1937 
marked the company’s 
50th anniversary. Here's 
a card in Spanish mailed 
from the company's 
headquarters in 
Leverkusen to a doctor 
in Paraguay. It’s main 
plant is depicted along 
the Rhine river. 
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Breslau: El ayuntamiento, construído en 
estilo gótico en los siglos XIV a XVI 


Romántico rincón del viejo Núrnberg 
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Headquartered in Dieppe, France, famous for its healing mineral 
waters, Laboratoires La Biomarine produced Dear Doctor cards 
for many decades from 1947 to 1966 advertising three major 
drugs they produced, all with a sea-water base: 


> Marinol -calcium and phosphorus 


"CAMPAGNES PUBLICITAIRES * 


> lonyl = phosphorus, manganese and magnesium Étude : Publicité et philatélie 


> Plasmarine - calcium, phosphorus and manganese 


This company took to postcard promotional campaigns like no 
other, relying on mail from exotic lands to capture the attention of 
French-speaking doctors in France and abroad. 





Catalog of La Biomarine postcard campaigns 
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The trademarked drug was 
also know as “truth serum,” 
especially during the Cold 
War era and is typically mis- 
spelled, as in this Superman 
cartoon. 


ABBOTT‏ لح 


sooum W ir SUPERMAN 
PENTATROL..A HYPNOTIC KNEW I WAS UNDER 

DRUG THAT 

PATIENT TO TELL THE 

TRUTH! 








All card advertise only one 
of their many drugs— 
pentothal sodium—a fast 
acting intravenous 
anesthetic used primarily 
in operating rooms. It was 
invented in 1936 by an 
Abbott scientist, Ernest 
Volwiler, who later 
became president of the 
multi-national company. 
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Endurona (methyclotiazid), ett effektivt - men milt verkande - 
diuretikum med 24 timmars: saluretisk och hypotensiv verkan. 
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And sent to these 30 countries and 
territories: Algeria, Argentina, 
Australia, Belgian Congo, Belgium, 
Brazil, Canada, Canal Zone, Chile, 
Cuba, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hawaii (pre-statehood), Hong 
Kong, Italy, Lebanon, Luxembourg, 
Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, 
Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Puerto 
Rico, South Africa, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Uruguay, USA 
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re scarce and in high demand. 


Austria Abbott Lab Dear Doctor Card to Chicago 46224 tied 1968 Lippizaner horses 


Q Like | © Want || ©) Own 


Item condition: = 
Ended: Sep 27,2012 1440.48 POT 


casae acad میں‎ Bane rt کلت‎ ۶۶۰۱۲۵ Seller information 
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Shipping: $1.00 Standard Shipping | See details Save this seller 
item location: Kentucky, United States See other items 
Ships to: Worldwide 
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Paymeras. PayPal | see details 
Returns: 14 days money back, buyer pays retum shipping | Read details 
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2.5% (25 mg/mL) 
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Remind yourself again that these 
advertising postcards were sent in 
a time before the Internet, email, 
and text messaging. Mail was the 
primary way to get information into 
the hands of a targeted audience, 
and several other drug companies 
used postcards through the 
decades in their advertising plans. 
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An antacid, rabro 
tablets were made 
by the company of 
the same name in 
the Netherlands. 
It's interesting to 
note that the Hong 
Kong agent for the 
firm was based in a 
garment factory! 


RABRO 
tablets 





Carlo Garment Factory, 
PO. 5158 
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Laboratories 
Rolland-Hepatrol of 
Paris sent this card 


in 1969 about d د‎ » E P 
Activarol, an anti- aV XE ‘dd A 
fatigue liquid ٩ iS, EES VM Ko POSTE ITALIANE 1-20 
medicine of 
glycine, vitamin C 
and dried yeast. 


ی 
656 6 6 6 












es é 666 


— — es — یچ‎ m : xm سپ‎ 1 
7 SU nv TON FRAN Yen یں رو‎ ۲ 
— e E NA os é 6. 6 ہی‎ 
"A 3 1 moe d tb 14 x Ch A MAIS 
ENC te 2 s 7 + E y 2 ری کا‎ 41155 
51 7 2 A نو‎ A ‘à ES کا‎ V اف‎ 3 AN A r 
VPN: کی ری ا‎ A 57 z HS... EXA IE 
i Y; M A v 





Tranxilium is an 


anxiety drug, here 
in a postcard from 3 
its manufacturer, À E. 
Clin-Byla in France, Estimado Doctor: 
sent to a doctor in Hemos recibido y anal 
Argentina | 
mentioning that 
country's local 
representative. 
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Ocksá hàr pá Fijióarna är Dumocyclin ett vanligt 
antibiotikum pá grund av sin pålitlighet och 


fy) 3 bekvämlighet med 2 gángers dosering SWEDEN 
— = Med vänlig hälsning 
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Eye yen, 

DUMEX - Ghana 


Den tillverkning av läkemedel som Dumex har vid 
fabriken i Accra omfattar inte antibiotika. Dumo 
cyclin, som används i stor utstráckning, importeras 


därför från Dumex i Köpenhamn 
Dumocyclins popularitet bland Ghanas 450 läkare 
bygger på den säkra effekten och det förnuftiga 
priset 

Med vänlig hälsning 


DUMEX - Ghana 
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Jersey to Iceland 


It's not known why this card 
depicting a Kuwaiti native 
was mailed from Jersey, 
Channel Islands instead. 
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POST- CAR EE 


The Netherlands 
pharmaceutical firm 
Organon mailed a 
series of postcards 
from its Argentine 
division to doctors in 
that country in 1973. 
They advertised 

(e [oo] ele) lla E 
hypotension 
medication. 


Iguazu Falls, Argentina 


o 
6 6 6 656 














ورڪو — — pup‏ مد 
ہس 


REPUBLICA ARGENTINA VÄN REPUBLICA ARGENTINA Mm 2 2 ve 


sign mo me dejoha After ۱ PL. ESN 
ali mA .وما رم ممم‎ An terror Gut zi m E. 


diamomete ol TEE‏ 9017ا 





las “pantillilas . qucid⸗ 2 
y oct pri ےسنواصملہ‎ — 
Dooh wat 

"V pud 


Copacabana Beach in 
3io de Janeiro, Brazil 





rue wr A CMM / 


e‏ .رو 






sri talon) mm: 
1111 


ie ت8‎ TS سار‎ 


1 4 ۷ 4 8 


> 


9 کے ES‏ کے — = 








“LEE 
66 


| hope you've enjoyed this brief 
introduction to Dear Doctor postcards. 


This just touches the surface of the 
subject. Additional presentations will be 
made dealing with Abbott Lab postcard 
varieties and errors, domestic postcard 
drug advertising campaigns, and non-drug 
postcard mailing series. 


Check out my site for more information: 
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